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Prince, I frequently retired from this sight, so repugnant to me, and went and passed entire weeks at Paris, where the works on my large hotel, that had been suspended for divers reasons, were being resumed.
A debutante,  as   beautiful   as  she   was  clever, was drawing   the entire   capital   to   the  Comedie Franjaise.    She obtained especial applause in  the difficult part of Phedre.   My friends spoke marvels of  it,  and  wished   to take  me there with them. Their   box   was   engaged.     We   arrived   as   the curtain   was   going   up.     As   I   took   my   seat  I noticed a certain   stir in the orchestra   and   pit. The majority of glances were directed at my box, in which   my apparition   had   attracted  curiosity. I carried my fan to my face, under the pretext of the   excessive   glow   of  the   lights.     Immediately several voices were to be heard:   " Take away the fan, if you please."  The young and foolish applauded this audacity; but all the better part disapproved.
The actress mentioned came on the scene and brought the incident to an end. Although deeply moved by what had occurred, I paid great attention to the magnificent part of Phedre, whichlightly confused, and
